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Throwing His Cloak Aside
Mark 10:46-52
October 24, 2021

Today’s passage is about a man named Bartimaeus, who was a blind beggar.
He was begging for people’s handouts on the side of the road. There was no
welfare program or food stamps to help him. He had to depend on people’s mercy.
That is a tragic situation for anybody. Anyone who is in a situation to beg for
people’s mercy or even for God’s mercy, that person is gong through a very
difficult situation.

Have you ever sat in an emergency room while doctors and nurses fought to
save your loved one? Have you ever sat beside an open grace to say goodbye to
someone in your family? Have you ever spent a sleepless night wondering how
you would feed your family, or save your marriage or your business? Truth of the
matter is that at some point in our lives we will find ourselves in the position of
Bartimaeus, begging for God’s mercy.

Bartimaeus 1s the model of faith in Mark’s Gospel. At the end of this story
Jesus names faith as the reason for Bartimaeus healing. The rest of the story tells
us what that faith is. Bartimaeus’ faith is not about reciting the correct confession,
or subscribing to certain doctrine. It is his unrelenting conviction that Jesus can
and will deliver him from his suffering. We can see his faith in what he does.

First, he recognizes who Jesus really is. Did you know that in the Gospel of
Mark no one called Jesus “the Son of David” except Bartimaeus? In the Gospel of
Matthew, we find other people who called Jesus “the Son of David”, but not in
Mark. In Mark, this is the first and the only time anyone addresses Jesus with this
title. Why is this significant? The title, the Son of David, is not just referring to
Jesus’ genealogy. It is the Messianic title; the title given to the Messiah, the one
the Israelites have been waiting for. In other words, among all the people Jesus
healed in Mark’s Gospel, he was the only one who recognized Jesus as the Messiah.

Despite his blindness, Bartimaeus recognized something no one else saw,
the very fact that Jesus is the Messiah.

Second, he persists no matter the obstacles. In the Gospel of Mark, the ones
who demonstrate faith have to show persistence no matter what happens. In
Chapter 2, when people carried a paralytic man to Jesus, they could not approach
Jesus because of the crowd. What they did was they climbed to the roof of the
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house where Jesus was and made a large enough hole to bring the paralytic man
down to Jesus. It was their persistence that brought the paralytic healing.

In Chapter 5, a synagogue leader named Jairus had a daughter who was very
sick. He came to Jesus and asked him to come with him to heal his daughter but
on their way, they were interrupted by a woman who was sick. Because they were
delayed, Jairus daughter died. Some people from Jairus’ house came and told
Jairus there was no point in bringing Jesus home because his daughter had already
died. There was no hope. However, Jesus told him not to listen to them but to
trust Jesus, and Jairus did. When his trusted people told him there was no hope, he
did not stop believing in Jesus. That persistence brought his daughter back to life.

In Chapter 7, a Greek woman came to Jesus and asked him to heal her
daughter who was demon possessed. Jesus refused by saying that his healing was
for the Israelites. Actually, Jesus said her, “First let the children eat all they want,
for it is not right to take children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” He literally
called her a dog but she did not give up. She said to him, “Yes, Lord, but even the
dogs eat crumbs that fall from the table.” Because of her persistence her daughter
was healed.

You see, in the Gospel of Mark, faith is demonstrated in persistency.
Bartimaeus certainly did not give up when people tried to silence him. Why did
the people try to silence him? Is it because people believed he did not deserve to
be heard or ministered to? Or is it because people wanted Jesus to hear their needs
rather than that of Bartimaeus? Whatever the reason might have been, they tried to
silence him. But they could not.

Third, Bartimaeus acts with faith. Jesus told people to bring Bartimaeus to
him. Jesus could have gone to Bartimaeus knowing that he was blind. Instead, he
told someone to bring him over. | believe he did that on purpose. It was to see
how Bartimaeus responds to his invitation. Now those people who tried to silence
him are now called to assist in Jesus’ ministry to him.

Then Mark adds this seemingly unimportant statement: “Throwing his cloak
aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.” Mark could have just said, “He
jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.” But no! He adds, “Throwing his cloak
aside.” You may say, “So what? What is the significance of it?”

The cloak of a beggar was actually issued by the government. It was given
to someone with blindness, or someone who was lame or invalid. It was to legally
allow them to beg. The cloak was the beggar’s one and only possession and their
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only source of income. And Bartimaeus discarded his cloak. He was making a
bold statement that he would not need this thing any more. Jesus had called him,
and he was going to be healed. There was absolutely no doubt in his mind that
Jesus would heal him. That was the exhibition of his faith.

Fourth, Bartimaeus asked for the right thing. When Jesus asked him, “What
do you want me to do for you?” Did you notice this is the question Jesus asked
two disciples who came to him and asked to grant their wishes. Right before the
Bartimaeus’ story James and John came to Jesus and asked for a favor. Jesus
asked them in verse 36, “What do you want me to do for you?” Does that sound
familiar? That was exactly the question Jesus asked Bartimaeus.

While his disciples asked for honor and privilege, Bartimaeus asked for
wholeness. When it comes to understanding what Jesus came to do, the disciples
James and John were more blind that Bartimaeus. Jesus did not come to bestow
power and special privileges but to restore humanity and life.

Bartimaeus’ simple reply was filled with confidence that Jesus could and
would deliver this. He said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” He didn’t say, “Lord, if you
can, open my eyes.” NO! He didn’t say that! He simply said, “I want to see!”
And his action of discarding his cloak literally proclaimed that he had absolutely
no doubt that Jesus could and would restore his sight. There is no sign of doubt at
all. No doubt in Jesus’ ability; and no doubt in Jesus’ compassion.

That was to demonstrate his faith. He gave up his cloak because he knew
his life would be forever changed through Jesus. He expressed his desire knowing
full well Jesus would deliver it! That was his faith.

And Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has healed you!” Immediately he
received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. Not on the side of the road
but in the middle of the road. At the beginning of this story, Bartimaeus was
begging on the side of the road. He was nobody. He was at the periphery of the
society. But after meeting Jesus, at the end of the story, he was at the center of the
scene.

How far did Bartimaeus follow Jesus? No one knows for sure but we can
imagine him following Jesus into Jerusalem. We can imagine him shouting
“Hosanna” with the crowd. Perhaps he was there at the cross. Perhaps he was one
of the first who saw Jesus in his glorious resurrection. We don’t know. All we
know is that Bartimaeus began to follow Jesus.
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Jesus came to restore our lives and humanity. For some, it could be physical
healing, for some emotional healing, and for some spiritual healing but always it is
to restore our wholeness.

| would like to invite you to think about the following. If Jesus calls you
today and asks you, “What do you want me to do for you?”, “What do you really
want me to do for you?”, what would you say? What are the most pressing needs
you have? What are the most pressing issues for your family and your community?
What would you say if Jesus asks you, “What do you want me to do for you?”
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