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Is Divorce Acceptable?
Mark 10:1-12
October 3, 2021

We live in a hostile and a much divided society. Whether the division
occurs in politics, education, religion, or culture, every side has strong proponents
and equally strong opponents.

Throughout recorded history we find many deep divides that lead to wars.
Even when one side prevailed and destroyed the other side, the “winning side” still
suffered losses. Sometimes, both sides become totally exhausted from fighting and
suffering long-lasting consequences, they decide to cease hostilities.

Our headlines tell of the deep political divides between liberals and
conservatives, between government and the governed, between “haves” and “have-
nots,” between inner city and urban, and between religions, cultures, races, and
ethnicities. We have recently witnessed such divides lead to heated rhetoric,
contentions, and outbreaks of violence.

People are divided on issues ranging from abortion to Corona virus vaccine
mandates. Literally, you can mention any subject and there will be people on both
sides of issues like housing, the economy, sex education, sources of energy (coal,
wind, solar and nuclear), lifestyle, entertainment, drug use, immigration, and many
other controversial subjects.

Even in the private settings like our own families, divisions and contentions
are not rare. We live in a world where divorce has become very common although
it has been steadily declining since 1980’s, which is a good sign. In 1981, 50% of
all marriages ended up in divorce. But in 2019, the number declined to 43%." It
surely is a good trend. Still, divorce is a problem that brings a lasting impact to
everyone involved, especially to the children.

Last Sunday, we talked about a woman who had five husbands, not all at the
same time of course. She went through one husband after another. Whether that
was her choice or not is not known. However, in that story, we did not see any
sign of Jesus degrading her or criticizing her in any way.

! https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2020/12/united-states-marriage-and-divorce-rates-declined-last-10-
years.html and https://www.divorcemag.com/articles/us-divorce-statistics-and-divorce-rates-2000-2017.
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Based on today’s Scripture, we can see that Jesus’ view on divorce is not
very positive.

“Some Pharisees came and tested Jesus by asking, ‘Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?”” Now 2000 years later, we ask Jesus the same question, not to
test him, but because we really want to know.

Jesus responded to the Pharisees with a question of his own: “What did
Moses command you?” The response was that Moses allowed it. If a man wanted
to divorce his wife, he was to give her a piece of paper which stated that she was
divorced, and send her away. The reason why she needed to have that certificate
was to allow her to marry someone else.?

The decision to divorce was strictly the prerogative of the husband. All he
had to do was simply give her a divorce certificate in the presence of witnesses,
just like the way they transferred a property from one person to another. In fact, a
wife was a property of the husband.

However, in the days of Jesus, there was a continuing debate regarding the
legitimate grounds for divorce. The conservative view was that the only ground
for divorce should be indecency or unfaithfulness on the part of the wife.

The more liberal view was that a wife was a property of the husband. The
husband could do whatever he wanted to do with the wife. A man could divorce
his wife if the husband did not find pleasure in her. If she burned the bread or
didn’t cook well, if she talked to a strange man, or if she spoke disrespectfully of
her husband’s relatives, or many other reasons, that could be the ground for
divorce. If the husband found displeasure in his wife for whatever reason, she
could be divorced.®

In Jesus’ days, a divorced woman could go back home to her parents or
move in with her relatives. If that were not possible, she might be forced to
become a prostitute just to survive. It would be a terrible situation for the woman.

Knowing full well what was going on, Jesus said, “It was because your
hearts were hardened that Moses wrote you this divorce law but at the beginning of
creation God ‘made human beings male and female...a man will leave his father

% M. Eugene Boring, "The Gospel of Matthew," The New Interpreter"s Bible, Electronic Edition, (Nashville :
Abingdon, 1998)

® William Barclay, The Daily Study Bible, CD-ROM edition (Liguori, MO: Liguori Faithware, 1996) used by
permission of Westminster/John Knox Press.
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and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” So, they
are no longer two, but one. Therefore, what God has joined together, let man not
separate.”

If the Lord came back today and spoke on the same subject, what do you
think he would say about divorce? Wouldn’t he say the same thing he said to the
Pharisees?

Every year, over one-million children® suffer their parents’ divorce in the US.
It is a traumatic experience for all of them. Children of divorced parents are five
times more likely to be expelled or suspended from school, three times as likely to
require psychological and emotional counseling, two times as likely to repeat a
grade, and face a 50% greater probability of going through a divorce themselves
when they become an adult.

Ask anyone who has gone through a divorce and they will all tell you how
painful it is. In many cases, it is worse than the death of a loved one.

Honestly, when you have a divorce, a part of you dies. Two people who
were once strangers, who came together in marriage, can never go back to being
strangers. Marriage changes people, and divorce cannot reverse that.

The Bible makes it clear that divorce is allowed. We know that it is
sometimes unavoidable. Some marriages need to be ended for the sake of
everyone involved. As painful as it is, sometimes divorce is the only way out of a
horrible situation but that does not make divorce good. Divorce is a great tragedy,
a result of many sins and failures.

But it does not need to be the end of the world. You can start over.

Jesus was gracious toward the woman at the well, the one who failed in her
marriage many times. He gave her a new hope and a new sense of self-worth. She
found a new life in Christ. In Christ, people can begin again; begin a new life even
after a great failure.

* Matthew 19:4-6.
® Walter Kirn, "Should You Stay Together For The Kids?” TIME, 9/25/2000



