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God’s Sovereignty
Romans 11:33-36
August 18, 2019

Russel Baker is an American writer and newspaper columnist. About 15
years ago, he wrote his memoir entitled, Growing Up. In that book, he shares a
story about his father’s death that happened when he was five years old. His father
died of an acute diabetic coma. When he learned that his father had passed away,
he was devastated. Because his mother had to be at the hospital, Russell was taken
to a neighbor named Bessie Scott. This is how he described it in that book.

“Poor Bessie Scott. All afternoon she listened patiently as a saint while | sat
in her kitchen and cried myself out. For the first time, | thought seriously about
God. Between sobs, I told Bessie that if God could do things like this to people
then God was hateful and | had no more use for him. Bessie told me about the
peace of heaven and the joy of being among the angels and the happiness of my
father who was already there. This argument failed to quiet my rage. ‘God loves
us all just like his own children,” Bessie said. ‘If God loves me why did he make
my father die?” Bessie said | would understand someday, but she was only partly
right. That afternoon, though | couldn’t have phrased it this way then, | decided
that God was a lot less interested in people than anybody in Morrisonville was
willing to admit. That day | decided that God was not entirely to be trusted.”

When we experience a tragedy or a major challenge in life, we can have a
similar sentiment, and we question God’s sovereignty. We wonder if God actually
controls all things. We look around and see all kinds of horrible things happening,
mass shootings, earthquakes, wild fires, accidents, hurricanes, devastating diseases,
one catastrophe after another.

People who trust the Lord are not immune from experiencing these things,
and we wonder if God controls all things. When bad things happen could they be a
blessing in disguise?

| am not sure it this is a true story, but there is a story about a survivor of a
shipwreck. After the shipwreck, a survivor was washed up on a small, uninhabited
island. He asked God every day to rescue him, but no one came. While he was
waiting for the rescue, he gathered whatever he could and built a little hut. There
were debris and food items from the shipwreck. He gathered whatever he could.

! David E. Leininger quotes this from Russell Baker’s memoir, Growing Up (New York, New American Library,
1982, p. 61), in his sermon Apostle’s Creed: God Almighty.
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He did not know how long it would be before he could be rescued. Soon he ran
out of food. Every day he had to gather his own food to sustain himself.

Then one day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little
hut in flames, the smoke rolling up to the sky. He did not know what happened but
he had lost everything. He couldn’t believe it. He cried out to God, “God, how
could you do this to me?”

Early the next day, however, he was awakened by the sound of a ship that
was approaching the island. It had come to rescue him. “How did you know | was
here?”” the man asked the rescuers.

“We saw your smoke signal” they replied.

Sometimes, what appears to be a bad thing, could a blessing in disguise.
God can bring good out of tragedy. Romans 8:28 says, “We know that all things
work together for good for those who love God.” God can take our greatest trials,
disappointments, failures, and sin and turn them into something that will bring him
glory. Sometimes, the experiences of our tragedy and trials and how we overcome
them can help us to become an instrument of healing and comfort for other people
who are going through similar difficulties.

“Why do bad things happen to good people?”” This is a question that
humanity has been asking for thousands of years.

The Bible has one whole book that deals with this subject. It is the book of
Job. I am sure you remember the story of Job. Job was a successful and wealthy
man. However one day, his life is suddenly turned upside down. All his children
are killed and his properties destroyed. All his assets and possession are looted and
robbed. Soon Job loses his own health. He has more suffering in a short time than
most of us endure in our entire lives.

Job and his friends struggle to find the answer to why all these things have
happened. They try to come up with their own reasons. Job’s friends believe that
what Job is experiencing is God’s punishment for Job’s sins. They believe that Job
must have done something really bad, and Job tries to defend himself. After they
have exhausted themselves, God finally responds saying, “Tell me, Job, where
were you when | laid the foundations of the earth? Who hung the stars in the sky
and how did he do it? Who tells the dawn to break and the night to fall, and how
does it happen, Job? How does the wind work? On and on and on, God asks Job
questions none of which he could answer. Job finally confesses that he cannot
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understand a lot of things. There are things he can never understand.” That is the
point of the Book of Job. There are many things we can never understand, but just
because we do not understand that does not mean that God is not in control of the
things we experience.

Recognizing God’s sovereignty in our lives is very important no matter what
happens in it. Not only it gives us strength in the days of difficulty, it also helps us
realize our own frailty.

When Napoleon’s army was strongest, someone asked him if God was on
the side of France. Napoleon cynically replied, “God is on the side with the
heaviest artillery.” Napoleon believed that when you have the strongest military
power and sound strategy, you will always win as if God is on your side. Then
came Waterloo, his crushing defeat against an allied force. Napoleon not only lost
the battle but his empire as well. As a result, he spent the rest of his life in exile.
Years later, in exile on the island of St. Helena, Napoleon said, “Man proposes,
God disposes.” Napoleon came to believe in the sovereignty of God and the truth
of Proverbs 21:31, which says, “The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but
victory belongs to the Lord.”

People trust temporary powers, whether that is military power, monetary
power, intellectual power, or political power, but it is just that — temporary.

The late Dr. Albert C. Winn (1921-2012) was a wonderful pastor and
scholar. He was a former President of Louisville Seminary.? He once noted that in
faith many things are not clearly sealed with a "therefore." In faith, regardless of
religion, there are many things that cannot be proven. That is why in the Book of
Hebrews we read, “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.”® But Dr. Winn says that at the heart of biblical faith we find the
term “NEVERTHELESS.” For example: Much is wrong with this world,
NEVERTHELESS let us have faith. The mystery of evil is great,
NEVERTHELESS let us trust God. Nothing seems hopeful, NEVERTHELESS let
us rely upon the Lord.* That is faith. Faith recognizes the sovereignty of God no
matter what happens to us. Faith acknowledges God’s involvement in our lives.
Faith trusts God who comes and dwells among us.

2 https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/louisville/obituary.aspx?pid=158656755
® Hebrews 11:1.
* Albert Curry Winn, A Christian Primer, (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1990), pp. 79-80
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There was a woman in a community who was well known for her simple
faith and her calmness in the midst of many trials. Another woman had heard
about her. She had never met her but she had a great admiration for this woman of
great faith. Then one day she came to visit this woman of faith. “I gotta find out
the secret of her calm and happy life,” she thought to herself.

When she finally met her, she was excited and said: “You are the woman
with the great faith I’ve heard so much about.”

“No,” came the reply. “I am not the woman with the great faith; but I am
the woman with a little faith in the great God.” Do you believe in the sovereignty
of God? Whether you believe it or not, trust the Lord in all circumstances. As you
trust the Lord more and more, you will learn the sovereignty of God.
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