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Father’s Day
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June 21, 2020

Dr. Bob Stamps is a seminary professor teaching at Oral Roberts University
who happens to be bald. One night he and his wife went out for dinner. They left
their two small children with a babysitter. The babysitter got interested ina TV
program and did not supervise the children very well. When the parents returned,
they found that their little son, Peter Andrew, had found his father’s electric shaver
and had shaved a big strip right down the middle of his head. Bob was horrified
and said, “Peter Andrew, | have told you not to play with my shaver. Now you are
going to receive a spanking you will remember.” Peter Andrew said, “Wait until
you see my sister!” They ran into their four-year-old daughter’s room and there
she was with all her hair shaved off. She looked like a little skinned rabbit. Seeing
that, Bob was really furious. Just as he raised his hand to begin the spanking, Peter
Andrew looked at him with tears in his eyes and said, “Daddy, we were just trying
to look like you.” There was no spanking that night. Instead, they both got an
explanation and a hug.

“We were just trying to look like you.” That is a profound truth about
children. They want to look like their Daddy. They want to do things that their
Daddy does.

Every word we say, every action we do, children copy it and learn from us.
The influence we give them is tremendous. If your children are young, your
actions and words are shaping their character. The way you are treating your
parents now is the way your children will treat you when you grow old.

An elderly man lived with his son and daughter-in-law. He was old and his
hands trembled. He shook so much that when he ate, he clattered the silverware
and often missed his mouth, and dropped the food on the table, or sometimes, on
the floor. He was messy and couldn’t help it. His daughter-in-law got impatient
with him and said, “I cannot put up with this.” So, she and her husband made him
eat in the corner of the kitchen by himself. One day, his hands trembled more than
usual and his dish fell to the floor and broke. The angry daughter-in-law said, “If
you are going to act like a pig, I’ll get you a trough to eat out of.” Her husband
didn’t say anything. A few days later, they got him a little wooden trough-like
bowl to eat from.

! From Bill Bouknight’s sermon, “The Hiding Angel”, www.esermons.com
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Their little four-year-old son had been watching all this with great interest.
One day the father noticed his little son trying to build something with pieces of
wood. He asked him what he was doing. With a smile the little boy said, “I am
making a trough so | can use it to feed you and Mama when I get big.” Young
children are constantly being trained by their parents.

Children not only want to look like their parents and do the things their
parents do, but they also become like their parents.

Whether we like it or not we are all products of our families, at least our
foundation is. For many of us, this knowledge is comforting and reassuring. We
are thankful to have had the kind of parents, siblings and relatives we did. Others
of us have scars and wounds that are still healing from less than ideal family
situations.

Our next generation depends on us. Whether we had a wonderful family or
the family that is far less than perfect, we can still leave a strong and positive
legacy for our children and future generations.

A German philosopher Fredrich Nietzsche once said, “When a person has
not had a good father, he must create one.” He is right. We all need a father
figure in our lives. If we did not have a good father, we can adopt a father figure
who is not our biological father. It may be a teacher, pastor, priest, neighbor, or
someone in the church. If we think of this reversely, this tells us that you and I can
be a good parent figure for any young person. You and I can be a good role model.

In order for us to be a good role model, we also need to have a good role
model ourselves. And we have the best role model; that is our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our Lord Jesus had never fathered a child but he was a great role model, not just
for fatherhood or parenthood, but for humanhood.

In the Gospel of John, we read about the last supper that Jesus had with his
disciples. While they were eating, Jesus, the leader of the group, girded himself
with a towel and began to wash the disciples’ feet. The disciples were horrified by
this. This was not the way a role model was supposed to act. He was to be served -
not to serve.

% The actual quotation is “When one has not has a good father, one must create one.”
https://www.azquotes.com/author/10823-Friedrich_Nietzsche/tag/father
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In the secular world, a leader is one who is served, not one who serves.
Maybe that’s what’s wrong with the world today. Our leaders don’t know how to
serve, nor do they have any desire to serve. Among politicians, executive officers
of various companies, managers, the people who have power, authority and
influence, including the leaders of the church, we can easily find the people who
don’t know how to serve or the people who don’t have any desire to serve. We
find plenty of people who want to rule and exercise their power. Often their
agenda is not to serve but to gain control and power over others. If we’re going to
choose Jesus as a role model, we will have to learn what it is to serve.

Serving requires sacrifice. When the late pastor Roy L. Smith was a young
man, his father worked at a mill. One day, while Roy was still at school he
received an urgent message that his father had an accident at the mill. He had been
badly injured. While Roy was running down Main Street in Nickerson, Kansas, a
blunt man called out, “Roy, No use running, kid. He’s gone!”

Roy’s father was a skilled mechanic and flour miller. He was highly
respected in their little village. He was honest, diligent, and faithful. He was a
man of integrity. So, on the day of his funeral every business in town was closed.
Everyone was at his funeral. The day after the funeral, Roy and his brother went to
the mill to gather up their father's belongings, his tools and the clothes in which he
had died. The first thing Roy saw were his father's shoes, the soles turned up.
There was a big hole in both of them, stretching from one side to the other. On the
day Roy’s father died, his father’s bare feet were against the concrete floor of the
mill. Less than two weeks before, his father had bought Roy a new pair of shoes.
Roy later said that he wished he could provide his Dad a good pair of shoes for the
last few hours of his life.?

| am sure there are many parents who would do what Roy’s father had done
for his family. At the same time, | am also sure that there are many parents who
need to learn that kind of sacrifice for their families. What does it mean to serve?
In a family, in a community, in a city? Serving begins when we give ourselves for
others. Jesus not only gave himself in serving others, he gave his ultimate sacrifice
for humanity.

There are too many Christians who say, “Oh, yes, we follow Jesus.” But
they know nothing about sacrifice, nothing about giving themselves for others,

® Roy L. Smith, TALES | HAVE TOLD TWICE, 4953. Cited in J. Ellsworth Kalas, IF EXPERIENCE 1S SUCH A
GOOD TEACHER, (Nashville: Dimensions for Living, 1994).
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nothing about true humble service. If we choose Jesus as our role model, we will
need to know what it means to follow him, and what it means to be a Christian.

Dr. James W. Moore (1938-2019) was a Unite Methodist Minister, a well-
known author and a great preacher. He was once invited to participate in a “Career
Day on Campus” at one of the colleges in the Southwest. He was asked to be part
of a panel discussion. The panelists were to discuss, “How Faith Influences Your
Choice of a Career.”

Before they began the discussion, the panelists were asked to introduce
themselves and what they do. So, each person told their name and what business
they were in. One woman gave her name and said, “I am a lawyer.” A man gave
his name and said, “I am a computer engineer and | own a company that builds
different components of a computer.” A woman gave her name and said, “I’m in
real estate.” When it was Dr. Moore’s turn, he said, “I’m a minister.” The person
seated next to him was a medical doctor. What the doctor said changed that
mundane situation into a special and even a sacred moment.

The doctor told the students saying: “We are here today to talk about
vocation. The word ‘vocation’ actually means ‘calling.” Well, my calling is to be
a Christian...and for me, the way to be a Christian is through the practice of
medicine.”

| think, that is wonderful way to describe his career, don’t you think?

Dr. Moore reflected afterwards saying, “That doctor wasn’t being pompous
or arrogant. He was a humble man who had a strong sense of partnership with
God.” His first priority as a Christian was to provide the best care and the best
service he could. This doctor understood that being the best doctor he could be
was his call as a Christian. Serving as best as he could was his vocation.”
Regardless of our career, being the best we can be, and serving as faithfully as we
can is our duty as a Christian. Showing and demonstrating that to our children is
the duty of a Christian parent.

As a parent or parent figure, this would be a wonderful legacy to leave
behind.

* An illustration under the subject of “humble service,” www.esermons.com.
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