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The way we understand the love of God can affect the decisions we make
and the way we live each and every day. When we are young, not only our
understanding of God’s love affects us but the way other people treat us can make
a lasting impact in our lives.

In Ron Davis’ book, Mistreated, he tells the story of two Roman Catholic
altar boys who had almost identical experiences. One boy was serving in Illinois
and the other was serving in eastern Europe. While assisting the priest with holy
communion, each boy accidentally spilled some wine from the chalice onto the
floor.

The wine in the chalice represents the blood of Jesus. The Catholics believe
in transubstantiation. What that means is they believe that the elements of the
communion, the bread and the wine actually change into the Body and the Blood
of Christ. Because of this conviction, they believe the elements are very holy and
they must be handled with great care and these two altar boys had spilt the wine,
the blood of Christ on the floor.

In eastern Europe, the priest saw the purple stain on the floor and he was
furious. It was unforgivable to him that someone would be so careless, especially
with the blood of Christ. He slapped the boy in the face, and said, “You clumsy
oaf. Leave this place at once! Your service is no longer needed here!” Can you
imagine how hurtful that must had been for the child? In Illinois, the priest
responded differently. When the child spilt the wine, the priest said, “That’s okay,
son. We all have an accident from time to time. | know, you will be more careful
and do better next time. You will be a fine priest of God someday.”

The altar boy from Illinois was Fulton John Sheen (1895-1979), who grew
up to become one of the most beloved bishops in the Roman Catholic Church. The
altar boy from eastern Europe was Josip Broz Tito (1892-1980). He grew up to
become an atheist and the despotic and cruel dictator of Yugoslavia from 1943
until he died in 1980. | wonder if world history might have been different had that
priest reacted toward young Tito with the love of God rather than with anger.*
Love can be a powerful force for good in this world.

! Ron Lee Davis with James D. Denney, Mistreated (Portland, Oregon: Multnomah, 1989) pp. 138-39.
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The Bible tells us what kind love God has given us. It says, “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.” God has given us his only Son Jesus
Christ to be our Sacrificial Lamb, so that we may be forgiven for all our sins.
Because of this love, because of the way God expressed his love for humanity
through Christ, St. John says, “Behold what manner of love the Father has given to
us, that we should be called children of God.”

However, when John says “we are children of God,” the word “we” doesn’t
include everybody. Contrary to what many people think, not everyone is a child of
God. John 1:12 tells us how a person becomes a child of God. It says, “But to all
who received Him (that is Jesus), who believed in his name, He gave the right to
become children of God.” Only those who believe in Christ, only those who
accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and savior are children of God.

If we are the children of God, then we are God’s family. How do we
become a part of a family in this world? There are three ways to become part of a
family. One, you can be born into a family. Life gives you that privilege. Two,
you can be adopted into a family. The law gives you that privilege. Three you can
marry into a family. Love gives you that privilege but the Bible says that we have
become God’s family through all these three ways.

We are born into the family of God through the Holy Spirit. John 3:8 speaks
of those who are, “Born of the Spirit of God.” Then we are adopted into the family
of God. Romans 8:15 says, “You received God’s spirit when he (God) adopted
you as his own children. Now we call him, <Abba Father.”>?

If you are adopted or know someone who is adopted, you ought to consider
that a tremendous privilege. | heard about a little boy that was being teased at
school because he was adopted. The kids were making fun of him and laughing at
him. Finally, this boy was so annoyed that he could not take it anymore. He
looked at those kids and said, “You can say whatever you want to, all | know is my
parents chose me, your parents did not have any choice but to have you.”

Then we are also married into the family of God through the Son of God.
Revelation 21:9 calls us, “The bride, the wife of the Lamb of God.”

2 New Living Translation.
% New International Version.
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So, we are born into, adopted into, and married into the family of God. Why
Is this so important?

Because the moment you become a child of God, you are holy and righteous
in God’s eyes. “God made Jesus Christ who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.””*

The moment we accept Christ as our Lord, God accepts us as his children
holy and blameless, virtuous and righteous.

A Sunday school teacher asked his class. “Is there anything that God cannot
do?” When he asked this question, he didn’t expect any answer but one girl raised
her hand. He said, “Okay Amelia, tell us one thing God can’t do.” That little girl
said, “God cannot see my sin through the blood of Jesus.” What an amazing
answer from a little child! She is absolutely right. “God cannot see my sin
through the blood of Jesus.” That is absolutely true. God sees us as holy and
perfect.

Not only God sees us as righteous, but we, as children of God, must strive
for righteousness and perfection. The verses 2 and 3 of our text say, “Dear friends,
we are already God’s children, however, he has not yet shown us what we will be
like when Christ appears. We do know that we will be like him, for we will see
him as he really is, and all who have this eager expectation will keep themselves
pure, just as he is pure.””

We need to pursue the life of holiness. One of the marks that you are a child
of God is that you are looking for, longing for, and living for the second coming of
Jesus Christ. There is a very simple test to determine whether or not you really
believe that Jesus Christ is coming again. If you do believe this, you would want
to live in such a way that when the Lord does come, he will find you being what
you ought to be, doing what you ought to do, and living your life the way you
ought to live.

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, Paul says that if we separate ourselves from
idolatry and the people living in sin then God would accept us as his children.
Then he says, “Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves
from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of

* 2 Corinthians 5:21 NIV.
® New Living Translation.
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reverence for God.”® We ought to live the life of holiness, because that is the way
to honor and revere God. It is like a good child who wants to please his parents.

The important conviction you and I need to have is that we are God’s
children. Having that conviction is the most important and most empowering thing
we can have in this life,

Ben Hooper was a boy who grew up in the mountains of Tennessee. Ben
was often mistreated by others because he was born out of wedlock, certainly no
fault of his own. People were always examining his facial features and trying to
guess who his father was. Ben was drawn to a local church and would slip in just
to hear the sermon. As soon as the sermon was over, he would hurry out, knowing
that a boy like him was not welcome in a holy place.

One Sunday, Ben was unable to make a quick exit. Then he felt a heavy
hand on his shoulder. When he fearfully turned, he saw the preacher staring at him.
Ben assumed that the preacher was about to make a guess as to who his father was.
Sure enough, the preacher said, “Boy, | think I know who your father is. O yes, |
think I know. | see a striking resemblance. | know who your father is. O yes, |
do.” Ben couldn’t believe that the minister was going to make that announcement
in front of everyone. If the preacher knew who his father was, Ben certainly didn’t
want him to say it, not in front of everyone. But the preacher said, “Do you know
who your father is? You are a child of God. O yes, you are! Now, go claim your
inheritance.”

Ben left the church that day a different person because someone recognized
him as a child of God. That made all the difference in the world for Ben. Later in
life, Ben Hooper was twice-elected governor of Tennessee.’

Like Ben Hooper, may the knowledge and conviction that we belong to God
be a source of confidence, courage and strength for us each and every day!

®2 Corinthians 7:1.
" Fred Craddock, eds. Mike Graves and Richard F. Ward, Craddock Stories (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2001), pp.
156-57.



